[Limitations of laparoscopic cholecystectomy].
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy has brought about an important and to some extent provocative revolution introducing the new dimension of minimally invasive surgery. The intrinsic limits of this new technique are analysed, as well as those that need to be established for its adoption to respect the rules of traditional surgery. Author's experience suggests that the explorative stage is widely indicated as a first step. This does not preclude early, reasoned and cautious conversion to laparotomy, but allows a safe and more generous use of the technique thanks to the possibility to check on patient selection.